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Homme House geology

Homme House is situated in an area of
beautiful scenery related to the variety of
its underlying geology. The road weaving
its way between Homme House and
Bodenham Farm follows the line of a
steep sided valley. The stream has cut
down deeply along lines of weakness
marked by two geological faults. 

The steepest slopes in the woodland
overlooking the road are underlain by
harder rock, the Silurian Aymestry
Limestone, shown as dark blue on the
geology map. Another faulted block of
Aymestry Limestone is on the opposite
side of the road. The limestone has been
quarried in the past and used as a
building stone. It is no longer exposed but
is seen in the stone wall and as pebbles in
the stream bed. Between grid references
SO65070 31719 and SO 65106 31728
there is an area of large burrows. The
badgers digging to clear out the sett have brought up to the surface a large number of rock 
fragments often fossiliferous, examples of the Aymestry Limestone.

 These were deposited in 
shallow water where 
currents swept away the 
finer sediment and 
concentrated shell 
fragments.

The valley bottom below the
woodland is very overgrown
and hard to access. At grid 
reference SO 64921 31464 
the gravel bank by the 
stream upstream of the 
bridge on the drive leading 
to Homme House, has loose 
rock specimens with fossils 
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Rock with some whole Brachiopod shells and broken pieces

Geology Map taken from the British Geological 
Survey Ross-on-Wye sheet 215



washed down from the hill above and carried downstream. These are fragments of the Aymestry 
Limestone which have
rolled down from higher
up the slope. 

At SO65419 32063 In
stream by car parking
area, rock can be seen
outcropping on far bank
and under the water on
the near side there is a
shelf of rock under water
level.  The rock in the
stream bed is covered with
a black algal growth. When
a fresh surface is exposed,
the rock can be seen to be
a buff coloured sandy
material with occasional
red ‘rusty’ spots. The rock
is ‘flaggy’ meaning that it breaks apart on clearly defined bedding planes. This is the Rushall 
Formation, which is the
local equivalent of the
Downton Castle
Sandstone, the lowest of
the ‘Old Red Sandstone’
rocks, shown in yellow
on the geology map. 

This marks the change to
shallow water which was
followed by the
deposition on an arid
land surface of Raglan
Mudstone Formation
which is found to the
east in the lower parts of
the estate and shown in
pinkish purple on the
geology map. 
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Gravel Bank

Downton Castle Sandstone in the stream bank
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