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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Well what a year!  It should be one to forget but 

I expect it will live on in memory for some 

considerable time, even for those of us who 

managed somehow to avoid any personal 

tragedy.  Covid totally put paid to our planned 

summer activities but many of them will be 

rearranged in the future so all is not lost. 

As restrictions did begin to ease we did finally 

manage to arrange an outdoor, socially-

distanced, committee meeting in Christine 

Patrick’s garden in Bosbury.  Thank you 

Christine for your hospitality.  With little 

prospect of holding normal meetings in the 

Burgage Hall we decided not to arrange any 

meetings before Christmas. 

However we did arrange a program from 

January 2021 trying to tap into the talent we 

have within the club so as not to involve external 

speakers in any disruption should it occur.  We 

also tried as far as possible to ensure the talks 

could be given on ‘Zoom’ if it became 

necessary.  Sadly this decision proved all too 

prophetic. 

When it became evident that there was no 

chance we would be allowed in the hall, I 

arranged an ad hoc zoom meeting on Blue 

Butterflies to check out the technicalities of the 

system and to highlight any potential problems.  

In spite of the relatively short notice we did have 

an audience and several moderate  problems did 

show up which we easily remedied for future 

meetings.  In the light of the experience gained 

our subsequent meetings have gone very well as 

a result. 

Discussion at this meeting showed that it would 

be worth arranging more meetings before our 

official program started in January. This proved 

difficult to action within our own membership 

but, following a tip off from Kate Woollen, I 

contacted Susanna Grunsell who, as well as 

being a Lednats member, was also Chairman of 

Herefordshire Ornithological Club.  They were 

very pleased allow our members to log on to 

their monthly zoom meetings.  A significant 

number did take up their kind offer and joined 

very informative talks on ‘Identification of 

Gulls’, ‘Diseases of Garden Birds’ and ‘Orchard 

Birdsong’, all given by very accomplished 

speakers.   

These meetings were also joined by both 

Cheltenham and Gwent Ornithological Clubs so 

there were always good audiences, in one case 

well over 70!  We, of course, reciprocated and a 

good number of HOC members have logged on 

to our meetings ensuring we have had good 

attendances.  Thanks must go to HOC for their 

generosity which rightly has been rewarded by 

their gain of a significant number of new 

members.  Cooperation  with  other local 

societies  is something that should be further 

explored when we get back to relative  

normality. 

Finally I have to thank our committee who have 

stuck to their task throughout all the difficulties.  

We have tried to keep discussions going by e-

mail as different matters have arisen.  This was 

the only real way forward but it has not been that 

efficient and has led to frustration at times. 

We have had one ‘Zoom’ committee meeting 

which actually went better than expected and 

another is planned for the end of April. 

Eden Tanner 
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MEETING REPORTS 

Fallow deer by Broadmoor Common 

The onset of lockdown meant we had to cancel 

our last two indoor meetings, one on 

‘Hedgehogs’ with Anne Crane & Alan Pike and 

the other ‘’A Photographer’s Wild Britain’ with 

Nick Martin.  Hopefully we will see them both at 

a later date. 

There then followed a long hiatus when all our 

planned meetings were abandoned and we all 

had to find nature as best we could in our own 

area while locked down. 

On 26th September a small group finally man-

aged a visit to Bodenham Lakes under the leader-

ship of Robin Hemmings.  The ‘Rule of Six’ was 

active so we split into two smaller groups.  So 

late in the Summer there was not a huge amount 

of interest about.  We did see a Sparrowhawk 

take a Swallow and we also saw all the work that 

has been done landscaping the islands and plant-

ing a large area of reedbeds to attract new spe-

cies to the area.  It was just so refreshing to be 

out and about with others again. 

On Sunday 4th October Sally Webster took a 

small group around Broadmoor Common to ex-

plain how the common is now being managed 

since it passed into the control of the Parish 

Council.  This was an interesting follow up for 

those who had helped with two work parties ear-

lier in the year.  We did see a good-sized group 

of Fallow Deer gathering for the rut.  Having 

found a good location Wendy & I were able to 

go back a few days later and after a very careful 

approach were able to get some good pictures. 
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January 15th saw our first scheduled ‘Zoom’ 

meeting.  Sally Webster gave an excellent 

presentation about ‘Verging on Wild’, an organi-

sation she and two other Ledbury Naturalists 

members, Anne Crane and Suzanne Noble, have 

set up from scratch to manage suitable road 

verges in the county for nature.  What they have 

achieved, including support from local councils, 

sponsorship and the help of numerous volun-

teers, was truly inspiring and comments received 

afterwards showed how much the large audience 

admired what they have done.  We wish them 

success for the future. 

On February 15th, Mervyn Greening, who is the 

current Chairman of Gloucestershire Naturalist’s 

Society and a member of Ledbury Naturalists 

(Though he did admit to currently being behind 

with his subs!) gave us a very comprehensive 

talk on his work ringing birds in our area.  He 

also explained how this type of work has helped 

the understanding of local bird movements as 

well as mapping migratory pathways.  In some 

ways it was a little too comprehensive as his talk 

went on for over two hours!  Normally, as chair-

man, it would have been down to me to call a 

halt much earlier but one of the advantages of 

zoom is you can quietly log off without disturb-

ing anyone when you have had enough.  Some 

did leave early but there was still a good audi-

ence to the end and a number of questions fol-

lowed. 

We were short of a meeting for March so I con-

tacted Johnny Birks, a local professional natural-

ist and long-time supporter of Lednats to see if 

he could help.  What followed was not at all 

what I expected as the suggested title was 

‘Heading for Extinction and what to do about it’.  

This was a talk on behalf of ‘Extinction Rebel-

lion’, an organisation regarded as  controversial 

in some circles.  Having made the approach I did 

not think it was down to me to reject it and when 

I put it to the committee they all voted to go 

ahead.    

In the event Johnny talked for half an hour on 

the appalling position the world finds itself in as 

a result of the industrial revolution and popula-

tion growth.  We also heard of the dreadful pre-

dictions of where this is likely to lead in the 

coming years.  

Izsi Jones then talked for another half an hour 

about the failure of governments to significantly 

address these problems and Extinction Rebel-

lion’s philosophy of peaceful civil disobedience 

to try and force more positive action.  This part 

of the talk turned out to be nowhere near as con-

troversial as I had expected and I thought Izsi 

gave her presentation in a calm and logical man-

ner. There then followed a lively period of dis-

cussion with the audience. 

I don’t suppose I, personally, will be attending 

many marches in London as a result, but you 

never know. 

Our last planned zoom meeting, on 16th April 

was given by Simon Tucker a recently retired IT 

and Ecological consultant who does  voluntary 

work ringing birds in Wiltshire.  He gave us a 

very interesting perspective on Encouraging Na-

ture in the Garden.  Topics covered included the 

feeding of birds, the immense value of establish-

ing a pond, species in decline and the better 

news of  species on the increase.  We also heard 

how specific diseases have affected our garden 

birds. 

The animals, amphibians, moths, dragonflies and 

damselflies found in his own village garden were 

also covered. 

Under the circumstances Lednats have done 

quite well to keep their meetings going, many 

similar organisations shut down completely for 

the duration.  ‘Zoom?’ well love it or hate it has 

keep us in touch. 

Eden Tanner 
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SWIFT REPORT 2020 

Sadly the swift group could not carry out any 

coordinated surveying during the Covid 

restrictions as the swifts themselves did not 

appear until after lockdown was well established 

and by the time restrictions became easier they 

had departed again on their migration.  However 

survey group members did what they could as 

individuals.  The first three swifts were noted 

over Deer Park on the 29th of April which was 

quite early.  In 2018 the first ones were seen on 

the 7th May and in 2019 it was 7th May.   A 

group of thirty swifts were seen over Putley, 

possibly nesting in the rectory. 

Steve Betts worked hard at selling the swift 

boxes we made and three are now in place on the 

Burgage Hall next to an existing nest site, 

several have gone to the Barn House and our 

nest boxes have been put up on Bosbury Church. 

Only a couple remain to be sold. 

The system which plays swift calls in the 

Ledbury Church Tower proved challenging to 

get installed as workmen were busy with 

refurbishment and the bells were removed and 

sent for recasting so access was restricted.  

Eventually all the problems were overcome and 

after a slightly late start the calls played without 

a hitch throughout the rest of the season.  Formal 

observations were limited but swifts were seen 

about the tower though so far we have no 

positive evidence of the boxes being used.  

With lockdown restrictions currently being eased 

we hope to be starting our weekly Monday 

evening surveys, as soon as the birds return.  

The first meeting is scheduled for 17th May, 

meet at the Market House at 1900hrs. 

Lednats built Swift boxes on the Burgage Hall 
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CONSERVATION WORK PARTY 

2020 started well in January with regular 

Thursday work parties on various sites in 

Queen’s Wood, including building ‘leaky dams’ 

to keep the Tufa areas wet.  The dams are quite 

simple construction.  Small branches are cut to 

length and trimmed up to make small stakes and 

then pushed into the mud in a line across the 

stream/ditch at a suitable narrow point.  Twigs 

and small branches are then interwoven between 

them and mud/soil added as a binder. 

The idea being to retard the flow and keep the 

water level up in the wet limey areas for the 

benefit of the specialist plants and insects (eg 

White-barred Clearwing ) found in this habitat.  

Up to 10 people attended these sessions. 

In February there was a session in Siege Wood 

clearing and coppicing for Wood White 

butterflies. 11 people helped plus another 2 from 

Butterfly Conservation. 

2 days were spent in Haugh Wood clearing for 

Pearl-bordered and Wood White butterflies and a 

day was spent on Broadmoor Common. 

In March 3 days were spent continuing the work 

in Haugh Wood but then Lockdown curtailed 

any further work  

This group did manage to meet in Dymock 

Woods again on the Tufa reserve in the early 

part of the winter.  Social distancing limited the 

group to 6 though others did take on jobs at other 

sites.  They started on the 15th October and, apart 

from another 5 week lockdown period, carried 

on the good work until their last session on 24th 

December  which included socially distanced 

mulled wine & mince pies!   

Leakey Dam construction 

White-barred Clearwing 
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LEDBURY NATURALISTS SURVEY GROUP 

In 2019 Dormington and Mordiford Parish 

Council expressed an interest in commissioning 

the production of a management plan for 

Checkley Common (just North of Haugh Wood) 

in a bid to sustain and improve the area for 

wildlife.  In part this was inspired by the work 

done at Broadmoor Common which the group 

surveyed in 2016. 

Ledbury Naturalists Survey Group was asked if 

it would be willing to carry out a survey of 

wildlife on Checkley Common in 2020 as a first 

step towards this.  The group were keen but 

unfortunately due to the Covid pandemic were 

unable to go out as a group.  A few individuals 

did carry out surveys and I am putting together a 

short report of their findings. 

For a small area (3.24 hectares) the common has 

quite a range of habitats – neutral grassland 

(both unimproved and semi-improved), 

broadleaved woodland, scrub and ponds (now 

silted up).  With an underlying geology of 

Wenlock Limestone there are many lime-loving 

plants.  A notable feature is the abundance of 

Fragrant Agrimony. 

 

The rich, diverse flora and fauna rewarded us 

with good lists of plants (184 species), 

mammals (12), birds (42), butterflies (22) and 

moths (185) boosted by records from a local 

resident.  

 

 

Covid regulations permitting it would be good 

to revisit the site this year and try to fill in any 

gaps. 

Hilary Ward 5/3/2021 

Fragrant Agrimony  

Meadowsweet in foreground  

Orange Tip Butterfly 



7 

 

QUEENS WALK WILDLIFE GARDEN UPDATE 

We’ve had 2 work parties 

so far; we managed to get 

one in just before lock-

down 2 or was it 3!? 

The supportive and hard-

working team of volunteers 

who have turned out to 

lend a hand planted some 

very small saplings which 

are all now in leaf, made 

the edges ‘neat and tidy’, 

sowed some yellow rattle, 

which is now starting to 

emerge and planted lots of 

other native and nectar-rich 

plants.  At the recent work 

party on the 30th March 

2021 dead vegetation and 

some invasive brambles 

were cleared, Janet and her 

trusty strimmer made an 

appearance again and made 

the edges look presentable 

[to tidy-minded folk] and 

several people brought bar-

rows and car-boots full of 

plants, so we were busy 

planting snowdrops, cow-

slips, red campion, fox-

glove, comfrey and much 

more. 

We made a start on weav-

ing a willow container for 

the dead vegetation which 

will also serve as a habitat 

pile...to be continued. 

It was heartening to receive some appreciative 

comments from a few passers-by and an offer of 

water and coffee from someone from the Rope 

Works building.  Shane Howells’ also offered 

their outside tap which was handy for watering-in 

the plants. 

Ledbury Town Council 

have approved our request 

to be allowed to cultivate 

the area, but we have yet 

to receive an official Li-

cence to Cultivate which 

has to be agreed with Bal-

four Beatty, who hold the 

contract for gardens 

maintenance.  The town 

clerk is on the case and 

will let us know when the 

matter is settled. 

Steve Betts has supplied a 

lovely piece of oak to 

make a sign to put on the 

railings when we are offi-

cial, though we may well 

need permission.  We 

thought to call the garden 

Ledbury Halt Wildlife 

Garden as this is where the 

Halt was on the old GWR 

line to Gloucester. 

We aim to meet every 3 

weeks until it is a little 

more developed, can more 

or less look after itself and 

thus needs less interven-

tion.  It’s an ongoing pro-

ject.  

Help is also needed at the 

Bye St/Millennium garden 

and it has fallen to just 

William and myself. 

If you’d like to join us whenever you can then any 

help would be very appreciated.  

Alan Pike admins@ledburynaturalists.co.uk is the 

one to contact for information of futures dates. 

 

Amanda Lambourne 

mailto:admins@ledburynaturalists.co.uk
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What a year!  As we were staying at home during 

the first lockdown, our migrant birds were arriv-

ing. 

The first swallows were noted near Pauntley on 

10th April, the same date as in 2015. 

The first cuckoo was heard in Putley on 22nd 

April, 2 days later than in 2018.  On 24th April 

one was heard in Coddington. 

Swifts were seen overhead in Ledbury Deer Park 

on 29th April slightly earlier than the past (2nd 

May in 2018 and 7th May in 2019) 

Chiffchaff was first heard in Coddington on 20th 

March. 

The RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch found the 

House Sparrow the most common garden bird 

followed by Blue Tit, Starling, Blackbird, Wood 

Pigeon, Robin, Great Tit, Goldfinch, Magpie, 

Long-tailed Tit.  Greenfinch and Chaffinch num-

bers continue to fall. 

Our Garden Survey usually mirrors the RSPB 

one, although this year our sample size is small 

with fewer forms sent back from members, so it 

does differ a little.  

The most common birds seen in our gardens were 

Wood Pigeon and Robin.  These were seen in all 

gardens every month.  Following this were Black-

birds, Magpie, Great Tit and Blue Tit.  House 

Sparrow, Wren and Dunnock were also common. 

Other fairly frequently seen birds were Goldfinch-

es and Long-tailed Tit.  Chaffinches were fairly 

uncommon and Greenfinches were rarely seen.  

Starlings were rarely seen, although in the Big 

Garden Bird watch Starlings were the 3rd most 

commonly seen bird which seems surprising. 

Some of the more unusual visitors included 

Brambling, Green Woodpecker, Kestrel, Little 

Owl, Linnet, Jay, Sparrowhawk, Song Thrush and 

Pied Wagtail.  Red Kites were seen overhead 

from over half of the gardens and seem to be 

spreading compared to previous years. 

Other creatures recorded include, Hummingbird 

Hawkmoths in 2 gardens, Hedgehogs, Grass 

Snake breeding in a compost heap as they do reg-

ularly, Slow-worm, Muntjac and even a Hare.  

Squirrels were seen in all gardens. 

Kate Wollen 

 

GARDEN SURVEY RESULTS 2020 

The House Sparrow, 

the most common bird 

in the RSPB  Big Gar-

den Birdwatch 
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FIELD SURVEY 2021  

This year we have been approached by the 

Colwall Orchard group (COG) to survey their 

newly established orchards to provide an 

indication of how well they are doing in 

providing species rich habitats and be a useful 

benchmark for measuring future changes as the 

sites mature.  It should also be a tool to support 

any application for the environmental Land 

Management Scheme (ELMS) which DEFRA is 

introducing soon. 

There are two sites to visit, one being adjacent to 

the village allotment and the other at Luggs Mill 

orchard very nearby.  Both are off old Church 

Road, Colwall. 

I think we are as organised as we can be in these 

times.  I know I have officially retired after 20 

years of this challenge, but both Hilary Ward 

and I are members of COG and were involved 

with the original survey work which started up 

the Colwall Orchard enterprise so felt we would 

like to see it into another phase of its success.  

We are dividing the work between us so I am 

doing the messaging and communicating with 

everyone and Hilary is in charge of all the data 

gathering and collating, so we hope that works 

out OK.  

We hope to use Thursday afternoons and meet 

once a month starting with April when the 

restrictions are eased a bit.  The proposed dates 

are April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, Aug 19, 

Sept 16, (Oct 14 - if needed) 

At the first meeting we will be officially under 

the "Rule of 6".  What we hope to do is have a 

walk round in small groups including GOG 

representatives who are keen to explain to us 

what they have been doing and how the sites are 

developing and their plans for the future.  We 

hope that in May we will be able to relax the 

rules.  Let’s hope there is some blossom to see.  

Once you know where it is and how things work 

then you can come anytime you want as long as 

Hilary gets your data, though we will keep to the 

monthly meetings as well.  We hope to have a 

general club meeting with an evening walk 

round the orchards later in the summer. 

I am in contact with our regular team but if other 

members want to join in you are very welcome.   

We are keen to have new recruits and you don't 

have to be an expert to join in.  We need lots of 

pairs of eyes and ears to help.  Anyone who 

enjoys finding things and learning more is 

welcome. 

Anyone new wanting to come, please let me 

know on 01531 640640  

or email janet@jobeys.plus.com 

Janet Parry 

mailto:janet@jobeys.plus.com
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WILDLIFE WANDERS 2020 

Hello again, its William, back with another article! 

I started a nature diary (Doorstep Nature) in March 2020 during the first lockdown.  It contained my 

photos and notes about my local adventures.  I stopped doing them in August 2020 and then In Janu-

ary 2021 I started again!  This time, I called it ‘Here We Go Again’!  It’s just had another name 

change (due to restrictions being eased and wanting to be more uplifting) to ‘Wildlife Wanders’.  

Here are just a few entries of many… 

 

 

 

 

 

The House Martins usu-

ally arrive around May, 

and they collect mud 

from puddles, next to 

our drive.  

I snapped this one, in 

May 2020, just after 

they had finished build-

ing their nests under the 

eaves of a neighbours 

house. 

During the first 2020 lockdown we 

discovered a Peregrine Falcon 

nest, at Gullet Quarry in Malvern 

and walked up there once a week 

to observe their comings and go-

ings.  

There were 4 chicks; 1 however 

was very small, and we were wor-

ried whether it would survive. 

By late summer, every single 

chick had fledged successfully! 
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In August 2020 I went with my 

camera club to Grafton woods, 

Worcestershire. 

We were lucky enough to see the 

‘famous’ though rare, Brown 

Hairstreak butterfly! 

They can only be found in very 

few places in the UK; Grafton 

woods being one of those  places. 

Here’s looking forward to many 

wonders and wanders. 

William Lambourne (aged 12) 

In September 2020, I spotted 1 very, 

VERY, small beetle on one of our lav-

ender bushes. 

When we checked our ID guides, we 

discovered it was a Rosemary beetle.  

This was a first for us, and our garden, 

so we were really excited to see it! 

They originate from Southern Europe, 

and spread to the UK in the mid 1990’s. 

They are now widespread across Brit-

ain. 



12 

One of the bonuses of our enforced hibernation 

is that it gave me the opportunity to read lots of 

books without feeling guilty about not doing 

something else.  I have always been a book 

worm so I made the most of it.  I would like to 

share with you one of the best natural history 

books I read recently. 

 

It came about because the Hereford 

Ornithological Club (HOC) held a zoom 

meeting about orchard birds given by a young 

naturalist called Benedict Macdonald.  I think 

quite a few of our members 

heard it too as the club was 

invited.  Ben is a very 

experienced naturalist having 

been involved with wildlife film 

making for the BBC including 

Attenborough's Our Planet and 

Spring Watch and many other 

enterprises.  Together with a 

colleague, he had discovered 

and monitored a traditional 

orchard for over 5 years coming 

every weekend to observe the 

seasonal changes.  He had much 

to say about the area of the 

country north of Ledbury on the 

west side of the Malverns, going from Ledbury 

to the Wyre Forest where there is “the largest 

most aged and important linked deciduous 

woodlands in the country”.  This is our back 

door and although the characters in the book 

have been renamed it is not difficult to work out 

its location.  The club did a survey there a few 

years ago. 

 

The book takes the reader though the year a 

month at a time.  The observations are amazing 

and the result of hours of patient waiting and 

listening.  It celebrates the extraordinary range 

of animals and plants it supports making it one 

of the richest ecosystems left in Britain.  There 

are many rare species including Lesser Spotted 

Woodpeckers, Noble Chafer beetles, a Goshawk 

nest as well as bats, Slow Worms, butterflies, 

Fieldfares, slime moulds, orchids, Spotted 

Flycatchers and many ancient oaks and willows 

and a dawn chorus to die for. There are some 

excellent photographs to illustrate the range of 

species observed. 

 

The farm also produces cider and 

perry the traditional way and is a 

stronghold of many rare local 

varieties of tree such as the 

Colwall Quoining apple and the 

Moorcroft pear which is the one 

producing the perry that gives the 

distinct flavour to Stinking Bishop 

cheese. 

 

Throughout the interconnections 

between different species are 

highlighted and contrast is made 

with sterile arable fields and 

flailed hedges of the neighbours.  

Reasons are given for the demise 

of many species and suggestions for their rescue 

again emphasising the interconectedness of all 

life.  

This book is a delight to read and made me feel 

privileged to live in our corner of the country 

where there are still a few “Edens” to be found. 

Long may they survive. 

 

Orchard – A Year in England's Eden by 

Benedict Macdonald and Nicholas Gates 

 

Janet Parry 

 

LOCKDOWN MEMORIES 
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LOCKDOWN ESCAPE HIGHLIGHTS 

Towards the end of the summer, we took a 

chance on Covid restrictions and booked self-

catering accommodation in Norfolk for October.   

It seemed touch and go throughout the period 

leading up to it  but eventually the week drew 

near and our cottage owners agreed that since we 

were coming from a ‘low risk’ area the holiday 

could go ahead. 

Self-catering was  a new experience for us, our 

car is normally loaded with boots, coats, camer-

as, binoculars and scopes but very little in the 

way of sustenance which we tend to catch where 

and when we can.   We managed to survive de-

spite. 

We wanted to make the most of our escape – 

who knew when we would be allowed out again.  

Our first stop, en-route, was RSPB Lakenheath 

Fen Nature Reserve.  This RSPB site has trans-

formed former agricultural land in 1995 into a 

spectacular wetland environment, it felt as 

though it had been fenland for ever and I was 

surprised to learn of it’s relatively recent use as 

intensive arable land.  We weren’t really there at 

the right time of year to get the best from the site 

but still spent an enjoyable afternoon meander-

ing amongst the reedbeds and would like to re-

turn at a more optimum time of year someday 

soon. 

One of the things on our long-time list of experi-

ences has been to see the Knot at Snettisham.   

The holiday was booked to coincide with the 

high tides but our expectations weren’t high.   

However, we duly got up before daybreak to 

make sure we were in position for the incoming 

tide, it is quite a walk from the car park to the 

lagoons where the birds gather.  It was so worth 
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it because we were treated to the most incredible 

‘whirling wader spectacular’.  It is one of those 

experiences where words are not enough and the 

memory remains sharp.  It seems we really were 

incredibly lucky because we later found out that 

the ‘spectacular’ had made the national news as 

having the record for the number of Knot, there 

were upwards of 140,000.  The most astonishing 

thing was how the birds streamed in hoards off 

the vast mudflats but managed to squeeze into a 

very small area on the lagoon. We were also treat-

ed to a good view of a ’bonxie’, a great skua, this 

would normally have been quite exciting but did 

get a bit overshadowed  by the whole experience.  

We were so enthralled that we rose early again 

the following morning to re-live the whole experi-

ence. 

The rest of the week was spent pottering around 

the reserves and beaches of the north Norfolk 

coast.  The weather which had been so kind for 

the spectacular didn’t quite manage to continue 

but we still managed to see numerous waders and 

Brancaster Staithe became a favourite stopping 

off place for lunch including excellent crab sand-

wiches – the birds being well used to cars came 

remarkably close – bird watching in comfort is 

not to be frowned at.   

This was a great week for the twitchers as a Rufus 

Bush Chat also chose to fetch up at Stiffkey – the 

first time in 40 years.  Not being twitchers our-

selves, a small brown bird is a small brown bird, 

we were more fascinated by watching the faithful 

as they lined up on the coastline with the local 

constabulary patrolling to try to make sure social 

distancing was taking place. 

We were able to take in WWT Welney on the 

way home and view the Whooper Swans – a bit 

early in the year for very large numbers but still 

enjoyable. 

List for the week Knot, Great Skua, Grey Plover, 

Oyster Catcher, Linnets, Kestrel, Rough Legged 

Buzzard, Greylag, Canada and Brent Geese, Cur-

lew, Little Egret, Turnstone, Dunlin, Redshank, 

Black Tailed Godwit, Peregrine, Cormorants, 

Green Sandpiper, Skylark,  Marsh Harrier, 

Whooper Swans, most of the native ducks and 

probably many others that I’ve forgotten. 

Wendy Tanner 

The highest tides of the year drive all the 

wading birds off The Wash and a very high 

proportion of them gather on a lake behind 

the sea wall at RSPB Snettisham to wait for 

the tide to recede. 

These are a portion of the estimated 140,000 

Knot that were present that day. 
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LOCKDOWN IN THE GARDEN 

 

Brimstone (Gonepteryx rhamni) eggs on Alder 

Buckthorn (Frangula alnus). 

 

We do actively try to introduce new  native  plants into the gar-

den but this Pyramidal Orchid appeared quite naturally two 

years ago and luckily it reappeared again this summer.  

We learnt a great deal about the biology of native orchids from  

the talk given by Susanne Noble last year and it turns out that 

that this is not that unusual as their seed is so fine it can be car-

ried on the wind for large distances.  Specific soil fungi have to 

be present for the seed to germinate and it must have just been a 

matter of luck they were present in our soil as we do not see any 

other species of orchid  within miles of our garden. 

It appeared in the lawn and we have always removed the grass 

cuttings since we moved in well over thirty years ago to deliber-

ately lower the soil fertility.  This will have helped suppress the 

more vigorous plants which might otherwise have outcompeted 

the very delicate orchid seedling. 

These orchids also require very specific pollinators, in this case possibly burnet moths.  Since they are 

not present in our area our orchid is very unlikely to set seed.  We did try unsuccessfully to use a tiny 

paint brush.  There is a small benefit though, because successful pollination is the trigger for the flo-

rets to die off the flowers last much longer if un-pollinated.  In this case well over three weeks! 

The one that all garden birdwatchers really do not like 

to encourage at their feeders! 

This Sparrowhawk visits our garden almost everyday 

and will rest up for long periods in one of the apple 

trees.  Colouring and size suggests this is a female.  Fe-

males are usually up to 25% larger than males and no-

body is absolutely sure of the reason for this adaptation 

though it does allow them to hunt different sized prey.  

Males specialise in catching smaller birds like Tits & 

Sparrows while females tend to catch larger birds like 

Blackbirds and Pigeons.  This may give them  a greater 

choice of prey at the critical time when they are rearing 

young.  

Along with a number of other predatory species Spar-

rowhawks nest later than other birds so that there are 

plenty of young prey available when the demands of 

rearing their chicks are greatest.  These naïve young-

sters are much slower to react and are easier to catch.   
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Last May this very attractive little beetle appeared in large numbers in 

the area of grass we manage like a hay meadow to encourage wild-

flowers and to let the wild daffodils and snakeshead fritillaries set 

seed.   

We bought a hundred fritillary bulbs many years ago and they have 

taken to this hay meadow area.  There are now, quite literally, thou-

sands of them.  They used to flower well after the daffodils had fin-

ished but for the last two years both species have been out in full flow-

er together which makes quite a show. 

The beetles were quite difficult to photograph as they were very active 

and it took several attempts before I got a  good sharp picture well in 

focus.  Then it was back to the computer to try an identify the species on google. 

It turns out that this is the Scarlet Lily Beetle (Lilioceris lilii).  It feeds on all parts of lilies and is a 

considerable pest where they are cultivated commercially.  Unfortunately they are just as happy liv-

ing on fritillaries!  So all of a sudden they were not quite so attractive! 

This strange material suddenly appeared in the 

grass on our lawn.   After delving deep into our 

fungi reference book  we found an exact match 

with something called ‘The Dog Sick Slime 

Mould’, an accurate descriptive term I would 

say.  

The are not really true fungi and, according to 

the book, there is some disagreement as to their 

true classification. 

They start of as free living single-celled organ-

isms a bit like an amoeba and hence are current-

ly classified as protozoa. If conditions are ideal the individual cells come together and coalesce into 

this mass of  slimy strands called the plasmodium stage. 

Eden Tanner 

We do not have a garden pond so we were quite 

surprised to find significant numbers of Beauti-

ful Demoiselle Damselflies in the garden this 

year.  When newly emerged they often stray 

well away from water only to return when fully 

mature. 

Later on we went for a local ‘lockdown’ walk 

along Preston Brook, about three quarters of a 

mile from the garden and saw hundreds of them 

along with large numbers of Azure Damselflies. 

If it was not for lockdown we would never have known they were there. 
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One sunny afternoon last summer I was entertain-

ing (at social distance) two friends in my garden 

in Kingsland where we were drinking tea and eat-

ing cake.  Kate went off to inspect my garden and 

found a dead squab (a juvenile pigeon) and asked 

where on earth it could have come from as there 

no nesting places in the vicinity.  We all exam-

ined it and could not find any damage to the bird.  

Next we discussed how to dispose of the carcass, 

eating it, as I would have done at one time was 

out of the question.  I suggested that we throw it 

over the fence into the field as food for the Red 

Kite.  Do I do this regularly I was asked?  The 

dead bird was thrown into the field and we re-

sumed our tea and cake.  

As I sat talking my mind was still wondering 

what would happen to it and as one’s mind does I 

thought I could see a raptor riding the thermals 

way, way up in the blue.  As the bird gradually 

started to loose height my companions picked up 

my sighting and we speculated as to it being a red 

kite.  As the bird got lower we could clearly see 

that it was a kite and imagine our excitement as 

the bird seemed to be concentrating on where we 

thought the dead pigeon lay.  Then suddenly the 

kite appeared over our heads down low and rose 

back into the sky. We assumed the kite was per-

forming a practice run as the kite flew over our 

heads and disappeared over the bungalow roof 

and leaving us surmising that the prey wasn’t 

worth the effort. 

Then to our surprise back it came over the roof 

and our heads, over the fence out of sight momen-

tarily and back up into the sky and off across the 

field to some trees and lost to sight. Within sec-

onds back over the roof, our heads and the fence 

only this time two crows joined in and chased the 

kite off out of sight. 

We sat about waiting and watching but to no 

avail.  We did however change the tea pot for bot-

tles and discuss what had happened.  We thought 

the action of the crows was to protect their territo-

ry and maybe the kite was a juvenile and lacking 

experience. 

I did suggest that this afternoon’s entertainment 

was easier and cheaper than Gigrin Farm but my 

companions countered that they would have seen 

a lot more kites although they would not have had 

the benefit of the wine!!! 

Brian Willder 

 

FLYING A KITE 
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BIRD BOX DIARY 

We put up a new camera at the end of January as 

the old one failed after 9 years.  On 1st Feb about 

8.45am a blue tit went in, with another perching 

in the hole.  The bird inside spent some time 

inspecting the box then they left.  One bird did 

the same on 2nd Feb. 

4th Feb.   I had been checking regularly and not 

seen a bird for two days, but at 10.30pm I was 

surprised to see a bird in the box fast asleep!  It 

must have been uncomfortable with no nesting 

material in it. 

17th Feb.   No further interest until yesterday, 

when a blue tit came in and began fluttering into 

the corners. This morning two birds were in and 

out several times. 

24th Feb.    No more visits until today, 9.40am.  

A blue tit checked from the entrance, came in 

and began fluttering again, as another watched 

through the hole.  This continued for several 

minutes. 

8th – 31st March    This pattern continued 

occasionally throughout March, but only on a 

few days. 

1st April   At last!  A blue tit was fluttering into 

corners about 9.15am, then began to bring in 

nesting material, dried grass and similar, 

pushing it into the corners. 

5th April   Nest material increasing daily and 

covering the box, but no birds seen since 1st 

April.  Early evening there seemed no change, 

but a fly was crawling up and down one side of 

the box, in no hurry to leave.  I looked again 

about 9.15pm and saw a bird asleep in the box, 

and no fly. 

6th April   More material coming in now, some 

soft fluffy bits, and bird in the box overnight. 

12th April   Bird has been in each night, but not 

seen in the day until today.  It made frequent 

visits with more fluff, arranging it where she had 

been sleeping.  The male was often outside 

cheeping as she came in. 

16th April  Bird was still in the box in the 

morning, for the first time, and showed no sign 

of leaving. 

17th April   No bird this morning.  This pair 

seem very laid back compared with previous 

years, but she was back at night. 

18th April   Bird was in the box until 8am, not 

seen in the day, but was in earlier than usual, 

while it was still daylight.  She settled in, pulling 

fluff around her body. 

21st April   Bird has been in the box each night, 

but absent in the day. I checked the box at lunch 

time and was surprised to see clearly 5 eggs, but 

no bird. Later she was sitting on the eggs, being 

fed by the male. 

22.April   6 eggs now, and she is in the box 

most of the time, with the attentive male feeding 

her. If she does go out she is expert at covering 

the eggs with fluff so none can be seen, fooling 

us completely! 

25th April   At last when I checked about 

7.30pm she was not in the box, and I could 

clearly see 8 eggs, possibly another under the 

fluff. They were arranged very neatly in a circle 

to be sat on, and she was back by 10pm. 

1st May   She has been dutifully sitting on her 

eggs most of the time, is not out for long, and 

being well fed by the male. 

7th May   Checked a 2.45pm and several eggs 

had hatched probably 4, but hard to be sure. The 

mother was busy tidying the nest around the 

chicks, then went out for food. By 6pm all 

hatched, and being fed by both parents. 

9th May   Cooler today -23C yesterday, 13C 

today. Birds doing well as far as I can see, still 
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being well covered with fluff. Hard to count 

gapes, but I could see 7 this morning, later 

usually 5 or 6, but food supply is regular and 

plentiful, from both birds. Hope cold weather 

does not affect this. 

12th May   7 gapes visible this morning, so 

maybe one egg did not hatch. With all the fluff it 

is hard to tell. 

17th May   Both birds feeding regularly but I 

never see more than 5 or 6 gapes. Hard to count 

as there is a cobweb across the camera, and fluff 

everywhere. 

19th May   Chicks now like miniature blue tits, 

and cheeping a lot, feathers 

developing. They are preening 

themselves also. However, I have 

checked the nest several times daily 

and always first thing in the 

morning and last thing at night, but 

it is hard to see what is in there, so I 

have no idea what has happened 

since 17th, as today there seem to be 

only three chicks left. They all look 

the same size, and are equally active, but a 

bluebottle was in the box also, always a bad 

sign, but I have not seen any dead chicks, or 

agitated parents. They are feeding regularly, and 

the mother is in all night, all looking calm and 

peaceful. 

20th May   Still three chicks, but one dead one is 

at the side of the box, clearly visible in the night 

light. The parents coming in less often, and I 

wonder if they are having difficulty finding foo. 

It seemed a good year for their food supply 

earlier, but it is now hot (25C and more) and has 

been very dry April and May, and this may 

cause a problem. 8.50am the mother has come in 

with food, followed by the father, and the chicks 

are very active and vocal now. Checking last 

thing bout 10.30pm revealed a horrible truth. 

The mother was not in the box for the first time, 

and the chicks were all out of the est. It seems 

they had been until then on top of three dead 

chicks, and what looked like a half -hatched egg. 

The other dead chick was still beside the nest. 

21st May   This morning only two chicks, quite 

active and being fed whilst I was watching. They 

seemed quite active, but quiet. This evening only 

one chick, the other looking forlorn and standing 

on top of the pile of dead chicks. At least it is 

warm at night, as this chick was alone. 

22nd May   I dreaded checking this morning, but 

when I did the chick was alright, and being fed 

frequently. It was chirping a lot more, and quite 

active, stretching its wings a bit and moving 

around the box. I checked several times in the 

day and it was eating well and still OK at night. 

A very windy day. 

23rd May   Still OK this morning, and 

being fed. Still windy, but warm 

enough, 17C with some rain to come, 

much needed. Has the hot dry weather 

affected the food supplies? I checked 

throughout the day and evening, and 

the chick was doing well, feeding and 

stretching and lively. 

24th May   After two days of gale 

force winds it has died down a bit today, and is a 

better day, 18C. Our chick is still with us, perky 

and being fed at 7.30am. I watched on and off 

for the next hour or more and food was frequent, 

and the chick showing a lot of interest in the 

hole, fluttering around the box, stopping under 

the hole. It then jumped u and put its head out 

several times. More food came in, then the 

mother cleaned up the nest and after she left, the 

chick jumped into the hole, fluttering a lot, and 

out it went! This was about 8.50am, and I 

watched it hanging in the hedge precariously, 

but both parents were nearby, and soon all three 

were in a lilac bush, at a safe height. I felt a real 

thrill to see this tough little chick make it out 

against all the odds. The family stayed around 

this area for a few days, so I was able to see 

them for a while longer, discovering the world 

outside what must have been a very smelly and 

uncomfortable nest. 

Carolyn Evans 
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OCHRE HILL DIARY 2020 

4th Jan   Blackbirds fighting furiously over 

apples I had thrown out, becoming quite 

aggressive.  Pheasants about daily, five males all 

the same except one which has a much thinner 

white collar, five females.  I saw a red kite 

hovering near the road yesterday. 

6th Jan   Another red kite today on a return 

journey from Eastnor, as I was near home, 

circling with a buzzard and two crows.  They 

have been nesting in Coddington for a few years 

so it was probably from there.  Later I looked 

out of a window as the sun shafted across the 

garden I saw a muntjac standing a few yards 

away under a tree looking back at me.  It was in 

no rush and ambled down the hill – a lovely 

moment to enjoy. 

8th Jan   I looked out as I awoke this morning 

and saw a large muntjac eating an apple.  It 

walked towards the house, into a flowerbed and 

poked its nose into a clump of flowers.  I was 

surprised to see my cat, who was hiding in the 

clump, rub noses with the muntjac, totally 

unconcerned, then both casually wandered off.  

Later, and several times since, I saw my cat 

drinking from a pond using her front paw to 

scoop water into her mouth.  I have not seen this 

before.  Two ravens eating bread on the grass 

later, the pair who have been here for a few 

years. 

18th Jan   We have had many days of rain with 

floods, especially in Hereford.  Today after mild 

days it is freezing, but sunny, which makes me 

feel better.  It should help to dry the ground.  We 

have had gales and rain so the birds have 

disappeared, but one of the pheasants is hopping 

on one leg, the other injured.  The male with the 

thin collar seems to be more dominant, it may 

explain the limp. 

19th Jan   A male bullfinch was on fruit trees in 

the orchard this morning. 

27th Jan   Weather still causing problems – 

floods slow to recede, damp and foggy, ground 

sodden. Birds becoming more active and for Big 

Garden Birdwatch I was able to record a pair of 

blackcaps feeding, as well as blue tits, great tits, 

long tailed tits, only 3 chaffinches, blackbirds, 

pheasants, robins, ravens, and a flock of about 

100 starlings in an ash tree, 3 great spotted 

woodpeckers chasing each other through the top 

of our large cherry tree, which was entertaining. 

30th Jan   A couple of brighter days have 

brought out a few bumble bees and the orchard 

is carpeted with snowdrops and aconites.  Today 

the fog has returned.  A fox was recorded on our 

camera in the night amongst the bird feeders. 

5th Feb    Drier and mild, a little sun and more 

activity from birds.  A blue tit has been 

investigating our camera nest box daily and last 

night it was in the box asleep, although no 

bedding of any kind.  It had gone before 7am.  A 

pied wagtail has been on the cider house roof 

and a song thrush singing from the other side of 

the garden, which is lovely.  The camera picked 

it up feeding in the flowerbed daily, and nightly 

visits from the fox and several muntjacs, three at 

one time.  Regularly there about 10 chaffinches 

feeding and long tailed tits.  Coal tits seen earlier 

seem to have disappeared, as well as dunnocks 

and wrens seen earlier.  Small flocks of starlings 

fly over almost daily which is good as for many 

years we have hardly seen any. 

11th Feb    Storm Ciara passed over at the 

weekend, gales of 60-80-mph and heavy rain.  

This brought down a dead hawthorn tree over a 

shed, covered in ivy, which has become a source 

of logs to store, but much hard work!  Others 

have had worse than us.  I found a dead 

goldcrest later – could have been in the tree 

perhaps. 

14th Feb   Storm Desmond approaches.  Our 
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male pheasant with the bad limp is still 

suffering, not using his bad leg at all and is 

being picked on by the others, especially one 

with no white collar, a bit of a bully he seems.  I 

feel helpless as I watch and cannot help.  More 

pied wagtails on the roof today. 

17th Feb   Storm Desmond has ravaged the 

whole country and is still with us.  Many areas 

flooded, and my son living in Hereford is 

marooned in his house, but at least dry.  The 

river is about 100 yards from his house and all 

roads cut off.  The highest level since 1798 he 

has heard.  More rain and storms forecast. The 

road between Fownhope and the Holme Lacey 

bridge has subsided into the river and is very 

unstable.  Two blue tits in our camera box today. 

23rd Feb   Floods receding very slightly and I 

saw another red kite. 

25th Feb   Blue tits in the box again, fluttering 

into corners about 9.30am, but then left.  7 

pheasants standing around in the rain in a group, 

looking miserable, but none of these were 

limping.  My neighbour has seen the limping 

one, so I hope he is managing.  Blue tits feeding 

and a coal tit has returned.  There are also two 

nuthatches coming daily.  Two robins seem to be 

a pair, but not many dunnocks about. 

27th Feb   We had some sun yesterday which 

improved my mood, but today it is cold and 

from the house I can see May Hill, parts of 

Forest of Dean hills and British Camp all with a 

covering of snow, but it seems to have missed us 

completely!  Birds very busy on feeders but not 

much other activity. 

29th Feb   Rain all night caused floods to return.  

The river Leadon has flooded in Ledbury and we 

were caught in a hail storm, followed by sleety 

showers.  Herefordshire, Worcestershire, 

Yorkshire and parts of Wales particularly badly 

affected.  I found a newt in the house, seemingly 

dead, but I have no idea how it came to be in the 

house.  I put it outside in a sheltered place in 

case it was still alive.  We later saw two blue tits 

taking nesting material into another nest box 

across the garden, which was encouraging. 

5th Mar    No recent interest in camera nest box, 

but a nest is being built in another, which we 

have been watching.  Everything seems delayed 

– no frogspawn yet and not much bird activity 

generally.  Floods still laying in fields and a lot 

of damage must have been done by these.  

Blanket weed is thriving in my pond and as I 

raked some out I saw newts, so there is life 

beneath the weed!  Wild daffodils in the orchard 

now doing well and colourful, some blossom 

coming out. 

12th Mar   Almost daily visits to camera nest 

box, two blue tits, one fluttering into corners, but 

no nest material coming in.  Other boxes being 

looked at also. 

17th Mar   We had a lovely weekend away with 

the family, but came home to news of 

‘Lockdown’ as the COVID 19 pandemic 

develops.  We were apprehensive, having been 

mixing with family and children at tourist places 

at the weekend.  We had no idea of what was to 

come.  We went into isolation as much as 

possible and I joined a queue of 11,000 people 

to do some online grocery shopping!  The good 

news today was that frogspawn has arrived, 6 

clumps of it in the stream.  No nest in the 

camera box, but others in use.  Many bumble 

bees about especially in hellebores. 

23rd Mar   I watched a sparrowhawk fly down 

the garden under arches about a foot off the 

ground – amazing.  It did not seem to be chasing 

anything in particular.  I saw a butterfly, 

possibly small tortoiseshell, but distant.  Then I 
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saw what looked like a swallow fly across the 

fields in the valley – a very distinctive shape and 

a possibility with the strong east winds we have 

been having lately, so I will keep watching. 

24th Mar   Pied wagtails on the rooftops and 

blue tits in another box on a holly tree busy nest 

building.  Four lovely sunny days, 17C in the 

day, but still cold nights.  Garden coming to life 

and brimstone butterflies about now. 

27th Mar   Coronavirus changing life worldwide 

now and news is worse daily, very shocking.  

Our own family now disrupted, our son sent 

home from work as he had a cold and our 

daughter (in Wales) has children at home as 

everything closes down.  A very strange 

experience for all of us.  We have 12 weeks at 

least to stay at home, so we will just have to 

spend all our efforts on the garden – very 

thankful we are for the lovely weather, which 

does help and gives us time to just enjoy the 

garden, wildlife and incredible peace.  There is 

no traffic, no aircraft, no trains, no noise at all.  

The wildlife is less cautious and more visible, so 

there is a bright side.  We are grateful to have a 

garden, unlike many.  Birds are singing all 

around, the only sound we can hear, and nest 

building everywhere also.   Many newts in the 

pond. 

28th Mar   Colder today at 13C.  A red kite flew 

over the garden circling then rising rapidly to fly 

down the valley.  The sun caught its back and 

showed up the red colouring beautifully.  More 

butterflies appearing now, yellow brimstones 

and a comma.  More birds also – a greenfinch on 

the feeders, some goldfinches and I heard a chiff 

chaff. 

31st Mar   Coronavirus has changed lives 

completely.  We feel vulnerable if we even go 

outside our gates which open onto a public 

footpath, as everyone seems to be out walking 

dogs, children, and just taking exercise all day 

long, we have never seen it so busy!  Everyone 

leaps away if they see you, and most do not 

speak, but scuttle past quickly, only a few say 

‘hello’.  Our son visits with some shopping and 

to see if we need help,  we are grateful for those 

visits.  Otherwise life goes on as normal – bird 

numbers increasing and singing, frogspawn 

developing  At night many muntjacs, more than 

usual due to no traffic and a fox all doing what 

they always do, so some reassurance.  Until we 

go outside the gate all seems perfectly normal. 

5th Apr  No butterflies for several days, 

although it is warmer, 16C.  Many black and 

yellow striped caterpillars eating a giant echium 

though.  Yesterday a sparrowhawk or possibly a 

buzzard caught a pigeon and chased by our dog 

the bird flew off. The pigeon went down the hill, 

leaving a carpet of white feathers.  Later I saw a 

bird about the size of a pheasant hopping 

amongst the feathers, but the behaviour was not 

like a pheasant, then I realized it was a buzzard.  

I have not yet found the pigeon, which seems to 

have escaped. 

9th Apr   Today I definitely saw a swallow fly 

over my head in the garden, a positive note to 

make my day. 

11th Apr   Daily there are many holly blue 

butterflies and orange tips, brimstone, red 

admiral and peacock, more than recent years.  I 

found a slow worm in a bowl of water, a young 

and very lively one.  Frogspawn now hatching. 

22nd Apr   After a cool and wet few days it is 

now warm again, 23C and lovely.  Specked 

wood butterflies about now and a peacock 

settled on a pebble near me, then a large bumble 

bee flew over it and the butterfly chased the bee 

across the garden.  I have seen this before, with 

peacock butterflies and wonder if any others 

Holly Blue Butterfly 
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follow this behaviour?  Today I saw 6 swallows 

together.  Mistle thrushes are noisily chasing off 

all the corvids after their young and two 

nuthatches are showing interest in a nest box 

recently vacated by blue tits. 

23rd Apr   Hot and sunny.  As we watched birds, 

swallows overhead all day, a chiff chaff singing 

all day and a garden warbler in the mulberry 

tree, a helicopter flew low over us, we thought it 

a Puma military one, circling.  Finally it landed 

right on top of British Camp, much to our 

surprise.  We never found out why! 

24th Apr   Heard a cuckoo for the first time, 

calling on three occasions from Frith Wood. 

25th Apr   8 eggs in camera nest box now, being 

well tended.  I saw a comma today and several 

white butterflies, possibly female brimstones.  I 

rescued a slow worm from our cat and released 

it unharmed in a safer place, in a holly hedge.  I 

have seen a lot of these this year.  April has been 

a very dry month and it is beginning to show – 

amazing after all the rain we had earlier. 

1st May   Enough rain has fallen to do some 

good and the garden is looking wonderful thanks 

to our enforced lockdown.  A real pleasure and 

very therapeutic for us.  Three swallows flying 

in and out of our garage, looking for a nest site.  

House Martins have now joined the swallows 

and more come each day. 

5th May   I was awoken by a cuckoo calling 

from the tree outside the bedroom window- very 

loud! Long-tailed tits and goldfinches around a 

lot, so probably nesting nearby.  Several nest 

boxes empty now, but I am not seeing young 

families and have not heard hungry chick noises, 

so wonder if they have failed, maybe the hot and 

dry weather has not helped their food supply.  A 

magpie has been coming into the house, by the 

back door and eating the cat’s food.  I was 

surprised at its bravery.  I saw it from across the 

garden, seeming very close to the house which is 

unusual, so I suspect it had done this several 

times before, when I was not looking!  We have 

a stable type door, the top usually open if we are 

in the garden, so it was an opportunist, lucky not 

to be seen by any cats!  Later we saw a very 

large and knobbly toad wandering across the 

patio, the first we have seen this year. 

6th May  Cuckoo calling from further away 

today and we saw 5 swifts, watching their 

aerobatic display several times. 

17th May   Warm and dry again, and warmer to 

come.  Ground is very hard now and I cannot dig 

holes to plant things.  Where I have been 

watering pots a toad is sheltering in the cool 

damp shade beneath them regularly.  It also goes 

into a temporary cold frame we use over- 

wintering larger pots, so the toad is finding food 

in there.  A heron flew down to look at the pond, 

but left disappointed as we do not have fish now. 

19th May   This morning a great spotted 

woodpecker flew into the back door and lay 

stunned on the doorstep.  Both our cats were 

near, so I chased one off and locked the other 

indoors.  I did not wish to handle the bird, but it 

had a wing laying awkwardly at an angle.  I 

waited and watched from nearby, after a while it 

did pull the wing into place and stood up with its 

beak open.  For a while I was not sure if it would 

die or fly away, but eventually it perked up, 

turned its head in both directions and hopped up 

the step, then hung on a low wall.  A couple of 

minutes later it flew up into the mulberry tree 

and seemed fine.  They do have strong necks! 

23rd May   Plenty of swallows and swifts about 

– I counted 14 as they flew overhead screaming, 

more than I have seen for many years.  

Hopefully they will nest nearby.  They usually 

nest in the Church roof near us.  The magpie is 

still trying to eat the cat’s dinner, but I now shut 

the door, so it hammers on the closed door. 

31st May    27C today and very dry.  Plants 

wilting and new leaves are very small.  Birds 

struggling to find food and blackbirds cannot get 

their beaks into the hard ground to find worms, 

now much deeper in the ground.  No mud for the 

swallows to build their nests, grass is going 

brown and the pond evaporating fast.  There are 
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still plenty of newts in there.  Frogs and toads 

are seen regularly.  Dragonflies are emerging 

and more butterflies – small tortoiseshells in 

quite large numbers, speckled wood, peacock 

and a painted lady.  Hornets are everywhere and 

I heard a cockchafer beetle.  Bumble bees on 

many plants and all over a giant echium, now 

about 18 feet tall and level with the roof!  They 

also love the flowers of eleagnus quicksilver, 

which smell wonderful.  Many alliums now out 

and the garden is literally buzzing all round.  A 

few orchids are coming up in our wild flower 

areas where we do not cut the grass for a few 

weeks, but less than usual.   

4th Jun   Slightly cooler start to June and a little 

rain.  The lockdown situation is being eased 

gradually but our son was furloughed for 22 

weeks in all and our daughter was also, then 

made redundant, so not good for them.  We can 

at least move around more but are nervous to do 

so.  We did venture to Ross, for a walk along the 

river to see the demoiselle damselflies which did 

not disappoint.  The birds in the garden are 

flying around in family groups finding food 

where they can.  Blackbirds eating cherries and 

garden warblers, pied wagtails. More dunnocks 

and chiff chaffs have now joined the various tits 

and finches always there.  Meadow brown 

butterflies now appearing, small white, painted 

lady and I have recently seen a small copper.  I 

saw a lovely moth I could not identify, but 

beautiful – it was smaller than a garden tiger and 

had a bright red underwing, and black and white 

spotted top wing, very noticeable. 

21st Jun   We have just had a few days of heavy 

rain which has filled up the pond and done some 

good.  Still many families of young birds daily 

and a song thrush singing in the evenings has 

been a real pleasure.  A red kite flew over 

yesterday evening for about an hour, hovering 

and swooping over our neighbour’s garden.  He 

had been cleaning out his chicken house, long 

overdue, smelling in the heat and attracting 

many flies, which must have attracted the kite.  

The kite returned throughout today and repeated 

this behaviour which was quite a spectacle we 

were able to watch closely. 

26th Jun   Another heatwave 33C for several 

days, so today I worked in the shade along our 

bottom path by the field.  Several branches had 

broken in recent gales and fallen into the field.   

I found a wasp nest in dead leaves, so left all 

alone!  The mulberry tree is now in flower and 

attracting many blue tits and garden warblers 

and blackbirds eat the fruit on the ground.  A 

sparrowhawk has been overhead for several 

days, frequently chased by a group of swallows, 

now nesting across the lane.  I found a dead 

swallow on the grass, possibly the result of one 

of these chases, a sad find.  Better news on the 

swifts as I saw at least 20 flying over at one 

time, and large groups regularly.  Many 

butterflies appearing, all as before but now 

ringlets also.  They enjoy the longer grass and 

flowers amongst it, other insects also attracted to 

this area, so it is working. 

28th Jun   Cooler and more tolerable 19C for a 

while, but we have had some rain and gales up 

to 60mph, unusual and persistent all day.  It was 

a warm wind, sucking moisture from the trees 

and plants.  A few more branches down. 

29th Jun   3 different badgers on camera trap at 

night, going through hedge at the top. 

2 Jul   Red kite flew over again and a magpie 

chased a rabbit down the drive about the same 

time. 

4th Jul Lockdown restrictions lifting 

gradually but when I venture into town the 

‘social distancing’ is not followed by all.  I find 

it mfort zone and happy place for now. 

6th Jul  Red kite back again for about half 

an hour.  Pied wagtails nesting in the garden, not 

sure where, but busy.  6 swifts overhead in the 

evening, possibly a family group.  Rain almost 

daily, cooler and gloomy, almost a relief! 

11th Jul   Warm and sunny again.  Paths cut 

through our wildflower areas suggest animals 

are also using them at night. 
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13th Jul   Found hedgehog droppings on the grass, 

a hopeful sign – rarely see any now.  Flying ants 

everywhere, and it seems all over the country.  A 

mass of peacock butterflies and small tortoiseshell 

suddenly  all over buddleias and other plants.  

COVID 19 outbreak at a local farm – 132 tested 

positive, so a bit concerning. 

27th Jul   Red kite back as it has been almost daily 

since chickens cleaned out next door, lovely to 

watch. 

31st Jul   Hottest day so far – 38C at Heathrow, 

31C here.   Orchard fruit developing but will be 

small this year but the soft fruit is doing very 

well.  The sound of swallows, swifts and house 

martins overhead all day and evening is a lovely 

summer sound. 

5th Aug   The pond is now suffering with a 

national problem – green algae is thriving and it is 

covered with a blue/green bubbly slime.  I remove 

a lot daily but the water level is low again.  

Oxygen levels must be low.  Frogs and newts are 

still in there, but probably struggling.  The field at 

the bottom has been cut for hay, a low yield but 

attracting a lot of buzzards and the kite, as a lot of 

mice and voles running about everywhere, very 

visibly. 

13th Aug   We have had a heatwave for over a 

week, 6 days over 35C and 6 nights over 20C – 

‘Tropical nights’ they are called.  Humidity is 

high and garden suffering, trees wilting and 

showing Autumn colour, leaves falling and some 

shrubs looking dead.  Some will not survive, but 

other plants are confused as hellebores are 

flowering, some spring flowering shrubs are 

blooming again and some swallows have a third 

brood of eggs.  The outcome has been a few days 

of thunderstorms, with much lightening, Hereford 

had flash floods yet again, as did Ledbury.  A 

sparrowhawk flew over and many dragonflies 

about. 

24th Aug   More rain, heavy and gales of 50mph 

have caused more problems for the trees, but 

filled the pond.  Some plants and vegetables 

burned black from the wind.  It is now down to 

22C, and more gales forecast.  I found a willow 

warbler which had flown into a window and died.  

We have a lot of wasp nests becoming very 

active. 

26th Aug   Storm Francis has arrived, only a 

week after Storm Ellen.  This one is worse for us 

– winds 50-60mph, relentlessly all day, have split 

the main branches off the last of our old damson 

trees, with the crop almost ready, but at least now 

reachable.  After lunch we were shocked to see 

our lovely white mulberry tree on its side.  It was 

about 30 feet tall and 40 feet wide.  It had 

completely blown out of the ground, although in 

good health.  It was about 35 years old and a 

lovely tree for the wildlife.  There was nothing 

we could do - a lot of work to clear it all up.  The 

larger branches we managed to find local 

woodworkers interested in seasoning it and using 

it productively in due course, as it is an unusual 

wood, but we also had a lot more logs to store! 

15th Sep   With some trepidation we went to 

Gower for a much needed week in a remote self- 

catering holiday cottage, to recharge our 

batteries!  On our return we replaced the 

mulberry tree with a different and smaller tree, 

wildlife friendly I hope, trying to be positive.  

Many dragonflies everywhere and we heard and 

saw several hundred swallows overhead moving 

noisily as a group, but no swifts seen since July.  

It was warm, 26-30C, lovely to sit in the 

evenings watching the many bats we have, some 

skimming the pond where they could amongst 

the algae, which is still a problem. 

22nd Sep   Temperature dropping slightly, 20C, 

but feeling very pleasant.  The garden is full of 

scent and song from robins.  Bats very active and 

as we sat in the cool of our bottom path one flew 

between our heads.  The garden is still blooming 

and the magnolia is now flowering for a second 

time.  Some plants recovering from earlier 

heatwave are now coming into flower again, just 

like early summer – all very confusing! 

30th Sep   Coronavirus is returning, Wales now in 

lockdown, so grateful for our brief visit.  Another 

lockdown for us looks likely, so we are trying to 
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enjoy the last of the summer in our garden and 

the 30 or more swallows, still with us after a gap, 

a pleasure to see and hear. 

4th Oct   About 15C now and a lot more rain, 

floods rising again.  It is dark and miserable and 

COVID cases rising.  It is hard to stay positive 

and we miss our family, but the birds are 

becoming more active around the feeders now.  

We can watch them from indoors which cheers us 

up.  A pair of nuthatches come daily along with a 

lot of blue tits, great tits and a family of long 

tailed tits, about 12, but hard to count!   

Blackbirds have increased as the berries ripen on 

pyracantha, holly and rowan. Robins and mistle 

thrushes love the rowan berries also. 

17th Oct   Autumn tidy up in the garden going 

well.  Trees still in leaf are keeping their colour a 

long time, as no frosts yet, so all looks beautiful.  

More birds about, pied wagtails, a family which 

seem to have nested in the garden, a family of 

long tailed tits, several coal tits and more finches 

in the trees.  Butterflies active also, plenty of 

flowers and blossom about for them, and moths.  

Red admiral, peacock and small tortoiseshell in 

larger numbers than in recent years.  A large 

green dragonfly over the pond, late in the year, 

ravens noisy all day and eating on the grass.  

Muntjacs heard close by daily.  I saw a shrew and 

squirrels in the trees, but generally less wildlife 

seen recently.  Bats still flying,  A  large one flew 

around us very low one evening, not sure what 

type, possibly a horseshoe bat?  Wasps are less of 

a problem outside, but are a problem in the house, 

often surprising us as we sit indoors! 

28th Oct   Back to rain and gales, leaves falling 

fast now, but roses are in full bloom, like June.  

Red admiral and peacock butterflies still about 

and redwings have arrived.  Mistle thrushes very 

noisy, and eating berries near the house. 

6th Nov   We are back in lockdown for a month, 

but weather has improved so I can get back 

outside where I feel better.  I saw a wren, pair of 

pied wagtails and a flock of fieldfares flew over.  

Bumble bees still active and ivy blossom covered 

with wasps and bees. 

10th Nov   Temperature above average all week 

14-17C, foggy mornings.  Birds active on 

anything with berries.  The pink rowan berries 

are being guarded by blackbirds, who fight with 

each other.  Smaller birds seem to be allowed 

and robins, dunnocks, blue tits and sparrows eat 

them.  The mistle thrush usually eats what it 

wants and is not bothered by the blackbirds – it 

is much bigger!  We have regular night time 

visits from a fox in the orchard.  Flowers still 

confused, pinks now in full flower and some 

bulbs coming up. 

17th Nov   Still very mild, 12-16C day and 9-

11C at night, no frost yet but most leaves down 

now and looking like November.  Flocks of 

geese going overhead and daily, small groups of 

starlings. Redwings and fieldfares in the garden 

eating berries and fallen orchard fruit. 

24th Nov   The pink rowan tree, just outside the 

kitchen window, is a source of entertainment for 

us.  Two blackbirds were displaced by a mistle 

thrush and a smaller bird just carried on eating – 

it was a male blackcap.  A little later there were 

about 4 or 5 blackbirds, mistle thrush, about 7 or 

Male Blackcap 
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8 each of blue and great tit, a dunnock, a couple of 

sparrows and the blackcap who consistently 

carried on eating throughout.  A robin joined the 

throng, then they all flew off.  Soon the blackcap 

returned, joined by a female and, as I watched, 

another male was chased off by the first.  All three 

kept coming back, as did some of the others.  I 

have never seen this many blackcaps in the garden 

at once, if at all over the years, so quite a thrill. 

3rd Dec   We have had a week of fog, mist and 

rain.  Typical November weather, but today it is 

5C and a dusting of snow has fallen on the Brecon 

Beacons and is forecast for the Malvern Hills later 

today.  Blackbirds still eating the rowan berries, 

but a female hit the window and is injured.  I have 

tried to make her safe and comfortable and am 

watching to see if she survives.  Pied wagtails still 

on the roof and a few chaffinches daily feeding on 

the grass.  A lot of crows, magpies, jackdaws and 

the ravens come to feed.  They seem to have put 

off all the smaller birds, but one female and 5 

male pheasants have returned.  The female 

blackbird did perk up after a couple of hours and 

hopped in the flowerbed under a bush, where she 

stayed for a long time.  When I checked later she 

was not anywhere to be found, so I hope she did 

recover.  We are again out of lockdown but I will 

not be going far. 

11th Dec   Garden still confused – fruit trees in 

bud, showing blossom colour, roses still in full 

bloom, spring alpines flowering and snowdrops.   

7 male pheasants now taking refuge from local 

shoots.  The rowan tree now bare, 

so birds have moved on to the 

holly berries.  A bat, pale with 

large ears flew across our path 

about 9.30 in the evening – late in 

the year for a bat. 

21st Dec   More floods – Hereford 

under water again and barriers up.  

We are carrying out maintenance 

in the garden on woodwork etc., 

so still outside as much as 

practical, but COVID spreading 

again.  Christmas looking very 

quiet for us and another lockdown imminent.  

Snowdrops, aconites and primroses are a 

cheering sight.  Geraniums in flower by the back 

door.  I picked a bunch of roses, before pruning 

the bushes, which I felt needed a rest!  A kestrel 

hovered over the garden for a moment, lovely to 

see.  Wasps indoors still a problem. 

28th Dec   After a quiet Christmas floods are 

returning.  On Boxing Day we had 70mph winds 

and it was very noisy day and night.  The Isle of 

Wight had over 100mph, so we were not so badly 

off.  Today we have snow, no sign of it stopping.  

It is wet and not really settling but it will freeze 

tonight.  Birds feeding all day, but no winter 

visitors.  More chaffinches and pheasants than 

usual.  Winter flowering shrubs coming into 

bloom and beginning to scent the garden, so not 

all bad. 

31st December  We will not be sorry to see the 

end of 2020, but 2021 is looking uncertain, but 

the new vaccines give us hope.   A thin covering 

of snow is still lying, sparkling in the frost and 

looking very pretty.  The sun is shining and 

showing up the colour of a flock of long tailed 

tits waiting in the cherry tree to reach the feeders, 

which are being well used.  Robins becoming 

territorial, blue and great tis increasing and 

blackbirds eating apples I have thrown out.  It 

remained around freezing all day.  At least all 

seems well with the natural world. 

Carolyn Evans 


